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the Plan of Organization (see our 10th number) adopted by the General 
Meeting of Mechanics and other Working Men of the City and County of 
New York, held at Military Hall, Wooster street, on the 29th ult.] 


dition, individually, their grievances should be clearly pointed 
out, and the remedy they propose for such 
quivocally stated. 
workiug men, and friends of their interests, to do this in a manner 
; to repel some of the slanders that have been directed against us. 


THE WORKING MAN’S ADVOCATE. 











ALL CHILDREN ARE ENTITLED TO EQUAL EDUCATION} ALL ADULTS, TO EQUAL PRIVILEGES. 


PRICE TWO DOLLARS PER ANNUM] 





EDITED BY A MECHANIC. 





VOL. I. 





WORKING MEN'S MEETING. 


[The following are the Address and Resolutions which accompanied 





ADDRESS. 
Fettow CirizeEns— 


WueNeVer associations of men are formed, whether to effect a 
revolution of public opinion, generally, or to benefit their own con- 


grievances une- 


Jt will be our endeavor as mechanics and 


Neither time nor your patience would allow our entering into 
minute details on the present occasion. 


The liberty and rights that we are still permitted to enjoy, were 
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felt by the mechanics of the country, is no doubt true. 


easily ascertained by them, than with us. 


invaded by wealthy or designing politicians. 


equally burdensome and grievous to them. 
principles. 


them, we are perfectly satisfied. 
They need but be told that many of our buildings are erected by 


disadvantages we have labored under, have not been so sensibly 
Their si- 
tuation and ours is materially different; the standing: and ability 
of individuals for whom they labor are more generally known, or 


The farmers, by whom they are principally employed, are the 
most industrious, the most virtuous, and, all things considered, the 
most intelligent portion of men, in this or any other country; 
Possessing, as yet, the majority, their rights have been less openly 
The evils of which 
we complain, if not immediately redressed, will shortly become 


That the wisest and best of men may err, is admitted, but the pro- 
ducing classes of this country cannot long be deluded from correct 


That the majority of our farmers need but be made acquainted 
with the nature and justice of our demands, to admit and grant 


NO. 12. 


used to the injury of the producing classes of our citizens. It is em- 
ployed by foreigners, (for they are our importers,) to bring foreign 
fabrics into our country, to undersell our manufacturers and mecha- 
nics, and thereby reduce the price of our fabrics, and, of conse- 
quence, our labor. It is intended to bear directly on our own 
working people, by inducing their customers to purchase foreign 
commodities instead of domestic. We defy the powers of sophis- 
try to refute these positions, and we trust there is good sense enough 
in our community, to enable them to understand, that just so far as 
the imported articles supersede such as we can conveniently make, it 
tends to sink the price of our labor, and depress the working class- 
es of ourcommunity. Shall we, then, voluntarily place our capital in 
the hands of auctioneers and foreign importers, to enable them to 
lessen the value of our labor ? 

Again. ‘lhe banks that are within a stone’s throw of each other, 
at one end of the city, (look at the map, and see for yourselves,) 
have capitals-amouuting to about eighteen millions of dollars. 
They have a power nearly equal to coining, without the expense of 
metal, in issuing bills which are the currency of the country. 





No. 38 Beekman 
is the invention of 
hd so numerous are 
he most salutary ef- 
red by it, that it is 
ence recommended 


ith those distressing 
of this reinedy com- 
rom this establish- 
re been very exten- 
t pleasure in stating, 
tion was ennexed to 
bas not obtained, the 
ont of those 
e period above men- 

time, ten only have 
ise, UpOD Strict en- 

diseases for which 
nded. This we trust 


med, 


privileges, among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 
ness.” 


and congressional halls were mostly filled with practical men, with 
farmers and mechanics; among the most prominent of whom, we 
; . i ss a 5 : ; 
| had our farmer Washington, and our mechanics, Franklin and 
Sherman. 


lity, and the aristocracy of the mother country, might not have been 
completely obliterated from the minds of all, still we believe their 


purchased by the blood and fortunes of many of our fathers, who, in 
the sacred instrument that absolved them from all allegiance to their 
mother country, and declared these United States free and inde- 
pendent, distinctly state, as the first principle that led them to the 
happy conclusion, ‘* That we hold these truths to be self evident, 
that all men are created equal, with certain unalienable rights and 


At that interesting period which tried men’s souls, our legislative 


And although the temembrance of the gilded trappings of nobi- 


proceedings were intended for the public zood, and such as will bear 


designing speculators, or master builders, who, when detected, are 
regularly succeeded by others—that a systematic course of frauds 
has been practised on the mechanics, laborers, and furnishers of 
materials for buildings, for years, in this city, to the amount of 
$125,000 annually. 


There are other monied institutions, by the side of these banks, 


such as insurance companies, &c., with capitals that amount to more 
than thirteen millions of dollars; and in the direction of these insti- 
tutions, the auctioneers stand foremost: added to which, there are 
about fifteen millions of government money, as before stated, deri- 









That the greater part of these losses has fallen upon individuals 
who have families dependant on their labor for support. 


payment, previous to delivery, while the mechanic and producing 
classes are obliged to fulfil their contracts, or render their servi- 
ces, before they can demand such’security. 


the last winter, originated in these losses. 


fearful forbodings to the events of the present winter. 


That the merchant who vends his merclandize can secure 


That a great part of the distress, experienced in this city during 
That we are now, from the same causes, looking forward with 


The farmers need but be truly informed of these facts, to unite 


ved from the custom house, amounting in the aggregate to more 
than fifty millions of dollars; a large proportion of which is 
wielded by six or seven men, and their dependents, aiders, and 
abettors. 

The charters of the banks were originally limited in their duration ; 
some of them expire in a few years. ‘They have all united to pro- 
cure a renewal, and they demand of the legislature a grant of such 
powers as they prescribe, and that the same men be appointed to 
manage and direct them as heretofore. ‘The ruin consequent upon a 
refusal, was depicted Jast winter on the floor of the senate and as- 
sembly, by the advocates of banks, in terms calculated to alarm the 
stoutest hearts. 
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the test of examination, when compared with those of our more 
modern legislators. 

They may have erred at times, still their motives are not to be im- 
pugned. Would to God we could impute all the errors of our modern 
legislators to nothing worse than a mere defection of the head. 

We complain, however, and are satisfied we shall establish the 
truth and justice of our complaint, that with our more recent legis- 
lators, property and political party service have had an unjust influ- 
ence, that moral worth and virtue have been neglected, and that the 
farmer, the mechanic, and the working man, have in many instan- 
ces been defrauded of their just and definable rights. 
we shall hereafter more 

rove. 

But before we proceed any farther, we wish to repel these unj:tst 
slauders that have been cast uponus. We take this opportunity so- 
lemnly to aver, whatever may be said to the contrary by ignorant 
or designing individuals, or biassed presses, that we have no desire 
or intention of disturbing the rights of property in individuals, or 
the public. On the contrary, we consider the acquiring of proper- 
ty to soften the asperities of sickness, of age, and for the benefit of 
our posterity, as one of the greatest incentives to industry. 

Individuals for whose opinions we are not, and cannot, be consi- 
dered accountable, may, indeed, and hawe the right to, differ from 


These facts 


particularly state, and endeavor to! 


with one accord in the passage of a lien law, which would protect 
us, hereafter, from many otherwise unavoidable evils. 

Our present military system, that puts in requisition seven eighths 
of eur producing classes, on an average, more than three days in a 
year, or subjects them to excessive fines and imprisonment, should 
not eseape our attention. The annual expense of this system, in 
time and money, will be found to amount, by a careful examination, 
to more than a million of dollars, which operates to our detriment 
as citizens, without benefiting us as soldiers. 

We complain of the unjust influence of property, which has been 
too sensibly felt in many instances, and various ways. 

Individuals possessing wealth, by whatever means acquired, know 
its influence, and in most cases are not slow in taking advantage of it. 

To be convinced of this, we need but direct our attention to the 
many and various incorporated monied monopolies throughout our 
country and state, and particularly in Wall street. 

Fellow citizens—we ask you to cast your eyes over our city: 
200,000 inhabitants are congregated on a tract of ground that in 
our interior would be considered but little more than a moderate farm. 


They muct be fed, clothed, housed, and educated, or, as respects 
them, the great purposes Of huwan sevtery ave defeated. Leductry ur 


employment afford the means. Productive employment is limited 
to agriculture, commerce, manufactures, and the mechanical arts. 
It need not be shown that agricultural employment cannot contri- 





us in opinion; but whether their numbers be large or small, we are 
satisfied that they will not endeavor to force their opinions upon us 
or the public by any unwarrantable means. 

Let it then be explicitly onderstood, that the mechanics, working 
men, and those friendly to their interests, hold the rights of indivi- 
duals, both as to property and religion, as sacred as the instrument 
that declared our independence, or that which binds together these 
United States. 

We will now proceed to devise some remedies for the existing evils 
we are laboring under, which have gradually been increasing since 
the origin of our government until the present moment. 

One principle for which we contend is the abolition of im- 
prisonment for debt. We do not believe that justice is satisfied or 


the community benefited, by the imprisonment of any individual for | 


debts, which a competent judicial officer shall be satisfied he is una- 
ble to pay. Imprisonment for debt we believe to be a reinnant of 
the feudal system, calculated only for barbarians, disgraceful to the 
age and country in which we live, depriving individuals of the only 
meansof being serviceable to themselves, their families, or the public. 

If, however, aristocracy, superstition, and ignorance are to tri- 
umph over reason, and the liberty of individuals is to be cireum- 
scribed for debts that they are unable to pay, the limits within which 
they are to be confined should comprise the whole territory of 
each county. And, at all events, our present jail limits should not 
be circumscribed, as it can be attended with no possible good ex- 
cept to a few wealthy landholders, and would seriously affect the 
value of real estate in other parts of the city. 

Another object for which we contend, and which we claim from 
our national and state legislatures as a right, is the appropriation 
of our public funds, to a reasonsble extent, for the purposes of edu- 
cation, upon a system that shall enable all before the age of twenty- 
one, to acquire a competent knowledge of the language of their 
country, arithmetic, geography, history, uatural philosophy, geo- 
metry, and chemistry, as applied to the arts. A system that shall 
unite under the same roof the children of the poor man and the 


rich, the widow’s charge and the orphan, where the road to dis-| 


tinction shall be superior industry, virtue, and acquirements, with- 
out reference to descent. 

We believe that our existiag system of education, if continved, 
under which many are deprived of all or nearly all its advani jcs, 
aud which tends in a greater or less degree to separate the child- 
ren of the poor man and the rich, will eventually lead us into all the 
distinctions that exist under despotic governments, and destroy our 
political liberties. We ask if many of the monopolists and aristo- 
crats in our city would not consider it disgraceful to their noble 


children to have them placed in our public schools by the side of 


the children of poor yet industrious mechanics; and has not this same 
feeling extended to a considerable degree already, throughout our 
country? We believe that, as a nation or state, the first subject 
which should engross our attention, or for which the public funds 
should be appropriated, is education. When this shall have been 
effectually attended to, we will cheerfully unite in support of any 
other just and feasible object. But we do not believe in the right 
of our legislators to appropriate the public funds for the endowment 
of colleges and academies, almost solely for the benefit of the rich, 
while our primary schools have but to a very limited extent secu- 
red the advantages even of a partial education to the producing 
classes of the community. 

We ask of our state legislature the passage of a Lien Law for 


the security of every individual who shall furnish either labor or 
materials towards the erection, completion, or necessary repairs of 


any building. This we demand, thatalarge portion of our citizens 
may be as truly secured in their rights, astheir more wealthy, but not 
more worthy, neighbors. That the many hardships we endure, and 


bute to our sustenance, when the surface of the earth is almost lite- 
rally covered with buildings and pavements. It is evident, there- 
fore, that we must look to commercial and manufacturing em- 
ployment for our support, the latter which strictly includes all 
mechanical labor. 

Capital, or money, (metallic or paper,) is the great agent which is 
requisite in the prosecution of business, whether it is prosecuted by 
merchants or manufacturers, whether they are called traders, deal- 
ers, mechanics, or working men. If money is withheld from either 
of these denominations, their occupations will wither. All their 
possessions and acquisitions depreciate, if they are deprived of their 
due proportion of money. 

Where is the money that moves and enlivens this great city? 
Banks have in former times been chartered. The charm which then 
was in the bank charters, and the profit expected from bank stock, 
induced those possessed of money, to goto Wall street aud invest it 
in stock, 

Is it not so, that the capital of our great city, by the allurement 
of charters, has become chiefly concentrated in one short street, o%) 
ithe very extremity of the city, from whence it is distributed by a 
very few individuals, in the form of bank bills. 
| We say, fellow citizens, that the power of loaning this eapital, 
| and of distributing the bills that constitute our circulating medium, 
‘which may cause plenty or scarcity, as they discount or deny, ts 














committed to avery few. One or two directors, in each bank, have 
it in their power, as caprice or interest may dictate, to lock up this| 
great capital, and withhold the circulating medium. ses 

This is not the only power these few possess. On examination, 
they will be found to be, to a most fearful extent, composed of a 
class of men possessed of mercantile power, that threatens de- 
struction to the great body of the merchants. We mean the auc- 
tioneers. 

The profits and livings of merchants arise from sales of merchan- | 
dize. ‘The extent of the auctioneers’ monopoly, may be shown by in- | 
controvertible facts: according to their own returns, about twenty mil- 
lions of foreign goods, and, from the Jeast estimates, about ten millions | 
in value of domestic goods, are annually sold under the hammer ;| 
and the bulk of these enormous siles is made by six or seven indi- | 








ness of: the city. | 
and stronger every day, absorbing more and more of the busiuess 
of the city. 

Fellow citizens—it is time to sound the alarm, and make one great 
effort to check this all grasping power. 

3ut the extent of the monied powers of the auctioneer is not 
limited to bank capital, his individual capital and credit, and the 
credit which flows from bank capital, exceeding, in some In- 
stances, the capital of the banks, as their deposits and circulaiion 
prove. 3 Re a 

By an alliance with the importer, the auctioneer avails himself of 
millions through the custom house. The unpaid bonds given for 
custom house duties, in this city alone, average, at all times, 
fifteen millions of dollars. 

The duties are considered a part of the cost of the goods. When, 
therefore, the auctioneer sells the goods, the purchaser pays the du- 
ty, and if the auctioneer has bonded the goods, as is most probably 
the case, he acquires an additional monied capital, equal to the 
amount of the bonds at the custom house. 

Fifteen millions of capital is, in reality, drawn and kept out of 
the pockets ef the producing classes, and put into those of the 
importers and auctioneers, but chiefly the latter. : 











cm 


viduals, every one of whom, it is believed, is a director in some of : , 
the banks. So situated, they are enabled to wield an immense mo-| parts of the city, and if any banks be chartered or renewed, they 
nied power, and force through their own hands most of the busi- | 
Their monopoly of business is growing stronger | 





As far as the importers comes in for a share, it is directly 


We ask, fellow citizens, if in a few years such a formidable pow- 


er has grown out of chartered banking companies, is it proper to 
continue and strengthen that power? If twenty years have created 
an aristocracy so potent, what will twenty years more accomplish 2 


We do uot hesitate to declare our dread of the consequences! 


These monopolies have already paralyzed industry to an alarming 
extent. 
The labor of foreign manufacturers and mechanics is substituted 


The business of the merchant is sacrificed to the auctioneer. 


for that of our own. Our own capital is employed to force for- 
eign products upon us, which partial monopolies and partial legis- 
tion have accomplished, ' 

The condition of that part of the city remote from the favored 
part, is doomed to the greatest sacrifices. ‘The remedy is in the 
power of our state and national legislatures. 

Ist. Let the duties on imported commodities be paid in cash. 

2d. Let the charters of the banks now controlled by monopolists 
expire, and if others are required, place them under the controt 
of men (there are such) competent to all the duties their statione 
demand. Let a due proportion of the directors be named in the 
ebarters, from the producing elasses of the community. Require, 
in order to restrain their operations to the legitimate purposes 
of banking, that their capital be permanently invested and secu- 
red. This will insure a salutary check on their monied influence, 
it will also ensure caution in their issues, and prevent those dis- 
tressing fluctuations in our market, which alternate redundancy and 
scarcity of bank paper has heretofore so often occasioned. Such a 
provision will afford complete security to the depositors and _ bill 
holders, and subserve all the great purposes which the public good 
requires from banks. The capital, instead of being distributed 
among speculators, brokers, and bank favorites, will find its way 
inore equally among laborers and producers, and interest will 
compel a distribution of bank favors, by directors, among business 
cusstomer, as from them their profits must be derived. 

3d. By the force of existing monopolies, a few auctioneers have 
acyuired such an ascendancy in our market, that extraordinary 
checks and restrictions must for a time, at least, be imposed. This 
is necessary to equalize business, and cause a fair distribution of 
profits. Heavy duties may be imposed on sales at auction, which 
in time may be lessened, and the business of selling eventually 
thrown open to all. But the accumulated power of a few, acquired 
under partial legislation, must be counteracted by legislation, which 
otherwise would have been inexpedient. 

These are some of the leading principles of reform in relation to 
banks, custom house credits, and auctions, which we feel ourselves 
bound to lay before our fellow citizens, and urge upon our le- 
gistators. 

We would also warn the legislature against the insidious influence 
of the lobby, the coming winter. These recreants, who resort to 
Albany for hire, would not hesitate, for a few hundred dollars, put 
into their hands, to consign us and our children to the perpetual 
subjection of a baneful monied aristocracy. : 

Fellow citizens, the post office, which should be situated with re- 
ference to the convenience of our citizens generally, the custom 
house, and the exchange, as well as all, or nearly all, the incerpo- 
rated institutions or monopolies, are drawn to Wall street; thereby 
putting the great majority of our citizens, especially in the upper 
wards, to unreasonable inconvenience and expense. All this is 
for the benefit of some dozen auctioneers and monopolists. Such 
injustice must not be tolerated any longer. 

The post office should be immediately removed to a more cen- 
tral position, and those incorporated companies, if, as pretended, 
they are for‘the public benefit, should also be extended in various 


should be compelled by their charters to locate a part of them, at 
least, in the upper wards. 

In the formation of our courts of justice, we believe the influence 
of wealth has been more or less exercised, else why do we see the 
poor man frequently lose a small just demand, rather than enter In- 
to contention in our courts against a rich monopolist or dishonest 
litigant, where, if he succeeds, his costs frequently exceed his 
demand. ; ‘ ‘ 

These evils call loudly for reform, and while on this subject, we 
doubt the justice of those laws that drag jurors and witnesses, for 
days and weeks, from their avocations, without granting them a 
just compensation. They should, in our opinion, receive a fair 
compensation in some, if not in all, cases. ais 

Our legislators, both in this state and in congress, by affixing 
enormous bonds to most of the appointed and many of the elective 
offices, have given to the holders of property an undue influence in 
We pa punishing the betrayer of public trust pee Pome 
wrace, and incapacitating him from holdingjany office, wou rts tt 
a more salutary tendency than an entire dependence on bon * 
which have placed nearly all the appointed offices of ae “e the 
hands of wealthy and often designing individuals, political favor- 
ites, and corrupt apostates. 


| Party favorites and apostates, next to aristocrats, have worm- 
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«# their way into power, and the good graces of many of our 
rulers. 

Industry in the bar room, subservience to political leaders, and 
desertion of principle, have been, and are, sufficient qualifications 
to obtain important offices, even without one redeeming moral 
qualification. 

The enquiry by the appointing power, seldom extends to the in- 
tegrity or talent of the applicant. 

‘The great and important considerations are, what political servi- 
ces can you perform, or have you rendered, to us or to our party? 
But the first question is considered by far the most important. 

Fellow citizens—the essential right of suffrage, has as yet, never 
been fully extended to us. -We are satisfied that the nearer the 
election comes to the people, the purer it will consequently be. 

We believe the present mode of electing members of assembly, 
in this state, by which many persons are run upon the same ticket, 
and for the same offices, and which, in this city, obliges.us to vote for 
eleven members of assembly on one. ticket, where the majority, it 
is evident, cannot vote understandingly, is antirepublican. 

To render our elections pure, and that the right of suffrage may 
be fully enjoyed by all, we contend that, like our governor and lieu- 
tenant governor, the president and vice president should be elect- 
ed immediately by the people; that our state should be immediately 
divided into congressional and assembly districts, from each of 
which but one member should be elected. By this method each 
person would in a measure be capable of exercising his rights as a 
freeman, understandingly, without the aid of the machinery of cau- 
cuses and conventions, to nominate and elect for him previous to his 
casting his vote. 

These are a few of the evils of which we complain. But, as we 
observed at the commencement, time will not admit our examining 


and exposing many other enormous evils. 

Were we to enter into a minute examination of our state and city 
Jaws, you could not but be astonished at the manifest unjustness and 
inequality of many of them, and of the immense burthens they, by 
direct and indirect means, Impose upon the producing classes. We 
will ask you to examine carefully all our market and street laws and 
regulations, and also note the time expended and the hardships en- 
dured by that most magnanimous and persevering class of citizens, 
our firemen, chiefly to protect and preserve the property of the rich, 
and then determine whether justice was the governing principle in 
the formation of all our laws. 

We have also laid down some of the leading principles for which 
we shall henceforth continue to contend, uutil their complete frui- 
tion is obtained. 

We claiin nothing which justice can deny—nothing that is re- 
pugnant to the principles of true liberty and equality—nothing but 
what would, if obtained, advance the real interests and prosperity 
of our common country—nothing but what would eventually enlarge 
the views and increase the happiness of every individual in society, 
and become a general blessing to all mankind. 

That the ignorant and superstitious, the aristocrats and their bi- 
assed presses, will be found arrayed against us—that they will both 
slander and abuse us—that they will impugn our motives and mis- 
judge our views—that they will endeavor to sow among us the seeds 
of discord and disunion, is nothing more than we must expeet, and 
for which we are prepared. 

With truth for our polar star, integrity for our pilot, and justice 
for our helmsman, we will brave the storm. i 

The attempt, to some, may at first look wild and dangerous. Yet; 
confiding in the correctness of our views, and the protection of di- 
vine providence, we rest satisfied that we shall be enabled to conduct 
our vessel safely through the storm into a calm sea, beyond all the 
dangers that threaten us, and eventually to moor herin a safe harbor, 
where the evils now forced upon us by designing aristocrats—igno- | 
rance and superstition—will be known only by past experience and | 
history’s faithful page—where every individual will be blessed 
with a competent and useful education, and the principles of true 


liberty fully known and enjoyed by all. 
RESOLUTIONS. 


Resolved, That we should be unjust to ourselves, to our posterity, 
and the public, were we to suffer the vile slanders that have been 
unjustly heaped upon us by ignorant and biassed individuals and 
presses, to pass unnoticed. ' 

Resolved, That we explicitly disavow all intentions to intermed- 
dle with the rights of individuals, either as to property or religion ; | 
but that we hold those rigits as sacred as life, nut to be approached 
by ruthless despots, or visionary fanatics. 

Resolved, That it is.wholly incompatible with human rights, that 
any free citizen, who has duly surrendered all his property to his 
creditors, should, for one moment, be deprived of his liberty. 

Resolved, That we are in favor of searching laws, for the detec- 
tion of concealed, or fradulently conveyed, property ; and empha- 
tically in favor of the entire abolishment of imprisonment for debt. | 

Resolved, That we disapprove of any restriction of our present 
jail limits, and that we should consider an abridgment unworthy of 
the age and country in which we live. 

Resolved, That its operation would be to compel our unfortunate 





real estate and rents would be greatly enhanced, to the manifest in- 
jury of other parts of the city. 





debt, and, at all events, that they do not tamely submit to any cur- | 
tailment of our present jail limits. 

Resolved, That, next to life and liberty, we consider education 
the greatest blessing bestowed upon mankind. 

Resolved, That the public funds should be appropriated (to a 
reasonable extent) to the purposes of education, upon a regular | 


system, that shall ensure the opportunity, to every individual, of | 


obtaining a competent education before he shall have arrived at the 


hostile to the equal rights of the American merchant, manufacturer, 
mechanic, and laboring man; and that the renewal, by the legisla- 
ture, of the charters prayed for, will confirm and perpetuate an 
aristocracy, which, eventually, may shake the foundations of our 
liberties, and entail slavery on our posterity. | 

Resolved, That our post office has not been located with an eye 
to the general interest and rapid growth of this city, and, conse- 
sequently, subjects the laboring classes of the community to great 
inconveniences ; and that it should be immediately removed to the 
most central part of the city. 

Resolved, That our courts of justice should be so reformed, that 
the producing classes may be placed on an equality with the wealthy. 

Resolved, That the present laws that compel the attendance of 


jurors and witnesses, for days and weeks, at our courts, without a 


fair compensation, are unjust, and require immediate alteration. 

Resolved, That, by affixing enormous bonds to most of the ap- 
pointed, and many elective offices, our rulers have placed them, 
mostly, in the hands of the wealthy or designing politicians and 
corrupt apostates. 

Resolved, That it is our deliberate opinion, that the road to ap- 
pointed offices has, in a great measure, been closed against those 
qualifications which, in our estimation, should be the only criterion, 
such as talent, application, and moral virtue. 

Resolved, That with many of our past and present rulers, the 
greatest qualification to obtain office, is an ability, real or supposed, 
to render them, or their party, some political service. 

Resolved, That there should be no intermediate body of men be- 
tween the electors and the candidates; that the electors have an 
undoubted right to enjoy a free and open choice of their represen- 
tatives, without being subjected to the pains and penalties of denun- 
ciation from any class of their fellow citizens. 

Resolved, That this meeting is fully confirmed in the belief that 


NEW YORK LEGISLATURE. 
44 Friday, January 8. 

Senate.—Petitions: By Mr. Wheeler, for a canal from the Erie 
canal, through the valley of the Genessee, to the Allegany river. By 
Mr. Waterman, of John Sayre, com. of Seneca county, praying re- 
lief from the responsibilities occurred by the deficiency of his asso- 
ciatecommissioner. By Mr. Tallmadge, of the Delaware and Hud- 
son Canal company, relative tothe sale of lots. By Mr. Sherman, 
of the National Bank in New York, for additional time to fill the 
stock of the bank, and for the removal of the tax on foreign capital. 

On motion of Mr. Waterman, a resolution was adopted for the 
classification of Messrs. Conklin and Sherman, the two senators 
elected in the first district at the last election ; and they then pro- 
ceeded to draw, when Mr. Sherman drew for four years and Mr, 
Conklin for one. 

After the consideration of executive business, the senate adjourned. 

A message was received by the Senate this morning, from his 
excellency, the acting governor, nominating the honorable Charles 
Stebbins, late president of the Senate, to be a bank commissioner, 
which nomination’ was confirmed. 

Mr. Sherman presented a petition for an act to Le passed, allow- 
ing further time for filling up the stock of the National Bank, which 
was referred to the bank committee. 

In the Assembly, Mr. Buckman, a member elect from the county 
of Rensellaer, appeared, was qualified, and took his scat. 

The only bank petitions were for the_renewal of the Phenix 
Bank in the city of New York, and for the incorporation of a bank 
in the Thirteenth ward of that city. 

A petition was presented from the trustees of the third Methodist 
Church in the city of New York, to change its name; and also 
from’ Chandler Thomas Patten, to change his name to William 
Patten. 





the best means to obtain suitable candidates, and ensure the un- 
biassed right of suffrage, are to be found in the two following reso- 


lutions, adopted at one of our large meetings, held in Wooster, 


street, in November last : 

“* Resolved, That, in the opinion of this meeting, the state of 
New York ought to be divided into as many districts, as there are 
members of assembly to represent it. 

** Resolved, As our settled opinion, that the law which now coin- 
pels our citizens to vote for eleven members on one ticket, deprives 
us, the electors, of a proper knowledge of the candidates, is anti- 
republican, and destructive to the free and unbiassed exercise of the 
right of suffrage, inasmuch as it becomes the plausible apology for 
electing delegates to nominate for the electors, when the clectors 


A concurrent resolution that had been offered yesterday hy Gen. 
Fuller, of Madison, was adopted, postponing the sale of lands for 
interest due to the state, from January to June. 

Mr. Hale, of Onondaga, reported a bill to reduce the circuit courts. 
of that county to three terms, which was twice-read and commit- 
ted. 

A message was received from the acting governor, transmitting 
communications from the states of Missouri and Mississippi. 

The former requested the concurrence of the legislature of this 
state in an amendment of the constitution of the U. States, provid- 
ing that the president and vice president shoukd be voted for direct- 
ly by the people, and that the election should in no case be suffered 
to go into the house of representatives. A report of the committee 





can and ought to nominate for themselves.” 


Resolved, That, as faithful sentinels, we will guard the temple of | 


our liberties against all further encroachments ; that united we will 
keep the field, and maintain the war, until the justice of our de- 


mands shall be fully disseminated and felt throughout these United | 


States—the lost ground regained, and our principles established 
upon an unchangeable basis. 








TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS. 
FIRST SESSION, 
; Wednesday, Jan. 6. 
In the Senate—Mr. Holmes presented the petition of sundry citi- 
zens of the state of Maine, praying for the abolition of slavery in 
the district of Columbia. The bill authorizing the retrocession on 


the part of the state of Hlinois, of a township of land, granted by | 


the United States, for literary purposes, and the location of other 
lands in lieu thereof, was pussed. 
demarkation of the northern boundary line of the state of Missouri, 
and for the division among the half breeds of the Sacs and Fox 


tribes of Indians, the reservation of land within that state: and the 
ball allowing the duticoe on Foretce meorcbandise imported into Louts- 


ville, St. Louis, and other places on the western waters, to be se- | 


cured and paid at those places; were respectively ordered, after be- 
ing amended, to be engrossed for a third reading. 


In the House of Representatives—Sundry petitions were present- | 


ed, and a great many resolutions offered. After the hour appointed 


had expired, a number of resolutions were presented on leave, so | 


that the hour for considering the rosolutions expired before the 
house called up the unfinished business of yesterday. 


Thursday, Jan. 7. 
Ys 


The Senate passed the bill to increase the pension of major | 


Charles Larabee ; the bill for the relief of the mayor and city coun- 


cil of the city of Baltimore; the bill allowing the duties on mer-_ 
chandise imported into Louisville, St. Louis, Pittsburgh, Nashville, | 


and Natchez, to be secured and paid at those places; and the bill 
for causing the northern boundary line of the state Missouri to be 
more distinctly marked, and for dividing the reservations of land, 
in that state, among the half breeds of the Sacs and Fox tribes of 
Indians. Several bills were read the second time and referred ; and 
the bills for the relief of Isidore Moore, and for the relief of John 
Edgar, were ordered to be engrossed. A discussion took place on 
the bill for the relief of certain citizens of the United States, who 
hase jost property by the depredations of Indian tribes, in which 


lappointed by the legislature of that state on certain resolutions 
of the legislature of Georgia, declaring that the congress of the Uni- 
ted States had no constitutional right to appropriate money in aid 


| . “x ‘ . " ; ‘ ‘ x 
of the Colonization Suciety, accompanied the communication. 


The communication from Mississippi consisted ofa resolution by 
the legislature of that state, pronouncing the tariff law of 1828 to be 
unjust, oppressive, partial in its operation, and contrary to the con- 
stitution of the United States. The message and documents were 
ordered to be printed, 

The bill relating to the alteration ofthe line of West street in the 





‘eity of New York, was read a third time and passed. It provides 


lthat it shall be so altered between the Albany Basin and Battery 


The bill for the more distinct | 


| place(late Marketfield street) as to run parallel with the line of 
Washington street, and that the easterly side thereof shall be 180 
‘feet from the westerly side of Washington street, at their termina- 
tion at the Buttery place. 

| The bill relative to the assessment and-collection of taxes in the 
city of New York, was also read a third time and passed. 


| Saturday, Jan. 9. 
| A great number of petitions were presented this morning to the 
| Assembly, but they were principally from the interior, and, for the 
|most part, of a private or local character. Two petitions for the 
| incerporation of banks were among the number—the one to be es- 
‘tablished at Waterford, and the other at Syracuse. 

| Mr. Bogart presented a petition to incorporate the Gas Light 
Charitable Society, in the city of New York; and Mr. Curtis a 
memorial from members of the New York Bar, praying for the 
passage of a law to alter the present mode of taking testimony in 
the court of chancery. The former was referred to the committee 
on the incorporation of religious and charitable societies, and the 
latter to thé committee on the judiciary. Mr. Lush presented a 
petition that a guard lock and bridge be erected at the northern ex- 
tremity of the canal basin at Albany ; and Mr. Downing a petition 
for the erection of an additional toll gate upon the Brooklyn and 
Jamaica turnpike roads. 

A bill was reported and subsequently passed in committee of the 
whole, to authorize the supervisors of the county of Westchester, 
to levy a tax for the purpose of raising an additional sum of mo- 
ney, ($2500,) to extend aud complete their poor houses. 

A long and detailed report of the joint committee, appointed by 
the last legislature, to examine the accounts of the treasurer, was 
read, and, on motion of Mr. Livingston, referred to the standing 
_committee of ways and means, and ordered to be printed. After a 








Messrs. Benton, Barton, and White, supported, and Messrs. Smith, | critical and minute investigation of the subject referred to them, 
citizens to live in the most dense part of the city, where the price of | of S. C., and Holmes, opposed the bill; but before any question | the committee stated that they had received every possible facility 


was taken, the senate adjourned over to Monday next. 


from the. public officers, and express a decided conviction, that al- 


Among the bills reported to the house of representatives, was | though some errors, unavoidable from the nature, extent, and com- 

Resolved, That it is the earnest wish of this meeting, that our| one for granting to Mrs. Susan Decatur, the lady of the late gal- | plexity of the business, may have intervened, yet nothing had tran- 
representatives in the next legislature, early in the session, intro- | lant commodore Decatur, a compensation for the destruction of the | spired to impair, in the remotest degree, the confidence so justly re- 
duce and support a bill for the abolishment of imprisonment for| frigate Philadelphia, in the harbor of Tripoli, in the year 1803, by | posed in those who are interested with the management of the 


that lamented ornament of the American navy. It passed through 
the usual stages by being read a first and second time, and made 
the order of the day for Friday. The resolution for the distribution 
of the public lands was again considered ; and Mr. Hunt resumed 
and concluded his observations on that subject. He was followed 
by Mr. Lewis of Alabama, 
Friday, Jan. 8. 
The Senate did not sit. 





age of maturity. 


innumerable frauds being practised on the producing classes, are 
well known to our representatives, and that we expect their efficient 
support of this measure. 

Resolved, That our present militia system is highly oppressive to 
the producing classes of the community, without apy beneficial re- 
sult to individuals or the state. 

Resolved, That the present auction system, which operairs as a 
means ef oppressing the producing classes, by introducing large 
quantities of the products and labor of foreign countries, which 
otherwise would be furnished by our own mechanics, is fraught with 
alarming evils, and should be immediately restricted. 

Resolved, That this system is most decidedly injurious to the 
mechanic interest of this city, compelling them, in many cases, to 
abandon their business, or dishonestly manufacture very inferior 
goods, for the competition of the auction room. 

Resolved, 'That the credit system on duties, at our custom house, 
which furnishes the auctioneers and foreign importers with an ad- 
ditional capital of fifteen million of dollars, at all times in this city, 
the greater part of which is drawn from the producing classes, they 
being the consumers, is an evil of immense magnitude, and de- 
mands our immediate attention. 

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to our’representa- 
tives, in congress, to use their efforts to cause the duties on imports 
to he paid in cash. 

Resolved, That the banks under the administration of their pre- 
sent directors and officers, and by the concert of auctioneers and 


financial concerns of the state. 

Mr. Curtis gave notice that he would, on some futnre day, ask 
leave to introduce a bill extending certain provisions of the revised 
laws to the superior court of the city of New York. 

Several bills to a local nature were passsed in committee of the 
the whole, and then the assembly—adjourned. 

Monday, Jan. 11. 


In the Senate, Mr. Benton from the committee on the judiciary 





In the House of Representatives—Several bills were reported, | reported favorably on the petition of the first presbyterian church 

Resolved, That our sentiments, in relation to a well constructed among which was one by McDuffie, from the Committee of Ways | in Poughkeepsie to be authorised to mortgage certain real estate ; 
lien law, which would secure to thousands of our fellow citizens. and Means, making an appropriation for the revolutionary and na-! and favorably upon a bill introduced by Mr. Hubbard, on notice, 
that just recompense their services entitle them to, and prevent val pensioners. Mr. Burges addressed the house in an able speech, | relative to printing of insolvent and other notices in the city and 


| of considerable length, on the subject of the division of the public 
lands, and had not concluded his remarks when the hour allotted to 


the debate had elapsed. The special order of the day—the con- 
tested election between Messrs. Lea and Arnold, of Tennessee, was 
then taken up, and Mr. Lea addressed the house, in reply to the re- 
marks of Mr. Arnold, given oft a former day. This subject occu- 
| pied ‘the house until the hour of adjournment, which was made 
until Monday next. 





Monday, Jan. 11. 

The Senate was principally occupied in the discussion of the bill 
for indemnifying the citizens of Missouri, who had lost property by 
the depredations.of the Indians, in 1812 and 1813. 

In the House of Representatives—During the usual course of the 
presentation of petitions, an animated discussion took place on the 
subject of a memorial ‘of sundry citizens of New York, respecting 
the Creek and Cherokee lands in the state of Georgia. The me- 
morial, the language of which was objected to by several members, 
as disrespectful to Georgia, and after a debate, which will be seen 
at length in our preceding columns, and in which Messrs. Thomp- 
son, Spencer, of N. Y., Wilde, Drayton, Lumpkin, Wayne, Mal- 
lary, Storrs, of N. Y., Foster, Cambreleng, Arthur, and McDuffie, 
took part, was finally referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs: 
Various petitions were presented relative to the transmission of the 
mail on Sundays; and numerous bills reported, among which was 
one for the graduation of the price of the public lands, which was 
read a first and second time, and referred to a committee of the 





whole house, on the state of the Union. 


county of New York. 

Mr Allen reported a bill from the assembly concerning the line 
of West street in the city of New York, without amendment; and 
a bill relative to the more effectual collection of taxes and assess- 
ments in that city with an amendment—both which bills were com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole. 

A communieation from the comptroller relative to the subject 
matter of Gen. M’Lure’s memorial (heretofore noticed) was referred 
to the finance committee. 

A-resolution from the assembly postponing tbe Surveyor Gene- 
ral’s sale of lands for arrears of interest, until the first Monday in 
June next, was opposed by Mr. Waterman, and supported by Mess. 
Todd, Manard, and Enos, but was finally concurred in, after which 
the senate adjourned. The court for the correction of errors was 
then opened, and Mr. Foot resumed his argument for the plaintiffs 
in the case that has occupied their consideration for several days 
past. . 

In the assembly, petitions were presented for the incorporation 
of Banks at Buffalc, Oswego, and Cattskill respectively, and for 
the renewal of the charter of the Union Bank in the city of New 
York. 

A memorial of sundry members of the society of friends (com- 
monly called Quakers) praying to be relieved from the perform- 
ance of military duty, was read and referred to the standing com- 
mittee on the militia, and on the public defence. 

Mr. Curtis presented a petition from all the insurance companies 
in New York, for relief from the law taxing their capital stock, 
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TET —_ : Seles 
COMMUNICATIONS. 
For the Working Man’s Advocate. 
Mr. Epiror— 

It was not my intention to have said 
one word more, at least at present, 
about freemasonry, had not C, C, 
Blatchly, in his reply to my remarks, 
given them incorrect. ‘To have taken 
no notice of his reply, would have been 
an admission that they were so. 

C. C. B.’s stand against the antiqui- 
ty of masonry will fail him; for, ac- 


a a eS me eatin etn ui 





cording to an account given a few days | 
. *, ry | . tan . ] 
ago in the Cougier and Enquirer, of a 


letter of the celebrated John Locke, its 
antiquity is clearly traced up to the time 
of Henry VI. of England, who, it ap- 
pears, became himself a mason, and it 
it is known that Henry was what the 
world calls a pious king ; and it appear- 
from the above letter that Locke intend- 
ed to become a mason too, and that the 
masons had been a society long betore 
the time of Henry, for it says the perse- 
cution of them ceased in a great measure 
after the king had become one. So 
much for the freemasons being a modern 
institution. 


I come now to C. C. Blatchly’s re- | 


marks on my answer to his letter. He 
says that I supposed he did injustice to 
freemasons in erposing freemasonry, or 
because he had a worse opinion of free- 
masonry aud a better opinion of anti- 
masonry than [ had. Now C. C. B. is 
certainly mistaken, or at least he has 
not given my opinions correctly, for I 
did not suppose that he had done thic 
freemasons injustice by exposing their 
institutions, but by asserting what was 
not strict matter of fact, by holding 
them up as a wicked association, and 
very dangerous to the liberty of these 
United States, both which assertions I 


do sincerely believe are unfounded, and 
the effect of prejudice. Friend Blatch- | 


ly then asks if J have not been unjust 
or slanderous, in charging autimasons 


as being notoriously led by true church | 
and state union men, Bible society pro- | 
I did not charge antima- | 
sons with being led by those sort of 


moters, &c. 


persons ; but said that the chief oppo- 


nents of freemasonry were those sort of 


persons. And C. C. Blatchly says, in 
his Letter to Solomon Southwick, No. 
do, that the working men had discover- 
ed that there was more danger to be 
apprebended from the priests of ortho- 
doxy, than from freemasonry. This 
was precisely my opinion, as my re- 
marks to his Letter, No. 5, will show. 


Is it not, then, passing strange that he | 


should have so misconstrued some parts 
of my remarks, and stated some of the 
otber parts in such a manner, as to 
make some people suppose that my 
only fear was that freemasonry should 
be exposed, which certainly would be 
rather a singular kind of fear, in one 
who is no freemason. But C. C. 
slatchly is a civil opponent: when he 
intends to break a man’s head, he is 
never without a plaster. When the 
then French Gen. Bounaparte became 
in possession of Rome, he used to take 
the pope in his carriage, to show the 
populace what a great respect he had 


for his holiness ; but, at the same time, 
gave them to understand they were not 
to be governed any longer by old wo- 


men or priests. When the ezur Nicho- 


Jas, almost a saint Nicholas, (by the 
by, a great saint in Russia,) had given | 
the sultan a greater defeat than ever 
the Turkish arms sustained since the 
days of the Prophet, and “placed his 
forces in many of his strongest holds, 
he, with the utmost good manners, and 
in the most civil way maginable, took 


should be extended as far N.E. as the 
junction of Third avenue and Bowery, 
a place convenient and central, ° and 
that will make a situation similar to 
that of the present City Hall and Park, 
those streets running parallel with 
Broadway and Chatham streets ; which 
will be the meaus of dividing the pub- 
lic business that is now entirely down 
in the lower part of the city, and of 
giving general satisfaction and acco- 
modation to a large majority of the 
most useful and industrious classes of 


our city. A SUBSCRIBER. 
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i Mr. JOHN FRENCH is Agent of this pa- 
per for New London, Conn , and its vicinity. 
EQUALIZATION OF PROPERTY. 
A Prospectus was issued, some time last 
month, in this city, by Thomas Skidmore 





and Alexander Miug, sen., for a new daily 
| paper, which was noticed by R. D. Owen, 
| in the Free Enquirer, in a manner, it seems, 
| to induce the first named gentlemen to ad- 
| dress an exposition of their views to Mr. O., 
‘for insertion in that paper, which we have 
copied on our fourth page. As much has 
| been said on one side of the question, we 
consider it no more than justice that those 
who advocate the other should be heard in 


reply. Weare not afraid of free enquiry, 


| 
| 
| 
: . 
| on any subject, because we think that when- 
ever it is allowed, truth will trinmph over 


error. And we do not like the principle of 


hunting.down those who conscientiously 
differ from us in opinion, if they bappen to 


| be a small minority; first, because large 


| majorities have sometimes been known to 





be in the wrong; secondly, because there 


is always something to be learnt from, and 


some truth in, the arguments of our oppo- | 


| persecution invariably tends to advance the | 


nents; and thirdly, because any thing like 


cause, whether right or wrong, of those who | 
Holding | 


these sentiments, we could not approve the | 


are, or seem to be, persecuted. 


course that was pursued towards Mr. Skid- 
more and another gentleman who attempted 
to speak at the last meeting in Wooster | 
street, by crying them down, when in order, | 
without hearing whether what they had to | 
say related to the subject for which the 
meeting was called. We were opposed to | 
Mr. Skidmore’s plan of organization, but we 
were not opposed to hearing what he had to 


say in favor of it; and we hardly think he 


intended to speck on any other ocubjoot. 
'We know it was thought, and perhaps tru- 
ly, that Mr. S. spoke_too much, to the ex- 
clusion of others who wished to be heard, 
ata former mecting at the same place; but 


that was no jnst reason why a similar course | 


should be pursued towards him on the latter 
occasion. And while on this subject, we 


must condemn the spirit evinced by the 


editorof the Evening Journal and one or two | 


subject. Those writers congratulate the 


their words,) that the * Agrarian party” and 


the “Fanny Wright party” were “put down” | 


This 


kind of language is either thoughtless idnis- 


at the meeting in Wooster street. 


‘cretion or base pandering for popularity. 


The writers must know that the body of 


working men is composed of individuals of 
‘different religious opinions; therefore why 
‘should those of any one opinion be de- 
nounced, as long as they keep that opinion 


distinct from political subjects? Ifany one 


| religious 


chise is a curse instead of a blessing, but 
this is not a reason why they should be de- 
prived of it, as aristocrats argue: it is evi- 
dence that they ought to possess the means 
of estimating its true worth. Equal educa: 
tion only would afford these means; there- 
fore every citizen of the United States who 
posseses the elective franchise, ought to be 
prepared to use it by EQUAL EDUCATION— 
and soon would aristocracy and political cor- 
ruption disappear from the land. 


—_—_—eee 


The General Executive Committee met last 
evening, and organized. Forty-four mem- 
bers answered to theirnames. A resolution 
was passed, excluding from the room persons 
not belonging to the committee; in conse- 
quence of which, we are not enabled to give 
an account of the proceedings. We hope 
this course will not be pursued hereafter, as 
it appears to us antirepublican. We shall 
publish the names of the committee, with 
their occupations, next week. 

Dea te rare ae 
EIGHTH WARD. 

At a numerous meeting of mechanics and 
other working men, and those friendly to 
their interests, held on the Ist inst. at the 
Richmond Hill House, in the 8th ward, in 
accordance with the resolution of the con- 


ference committee, Smith Bloomfield was 
called to the chair, and Alex. Housman 





Resolved, That the above report be ac- 
cepted. 

Resolved, That we now go into nomina- 
tion for five members, to represent this ward 
in the executive committee—when Stephen 
Harris, Henry G. Guyon, Noah Cook, Moses 
Hale, and John Douglass, were elected. 

Resolved, That we now elect a vigilance 
committe of twenty-five forthe ensuing 
year, which was appointed. 

Resolved, That the committee of Vigi- 
lance have power to’ fill all vacancies that 
may, happen in said committee. 

Resolved, That we fully concur in the 
address and resolutions adopted at the gene- 
ral meeting of mechanics and other working 
men, and those friendly to their interests. 
held at the Military Hall, in Wooster street, 
on the 29th ultimo. 

Resolved, That we disclaim all connec- 
tion with any and every religious or irreli- 
gious sect, or political party, heretofore 
existing. 

Resolved, That we will view any attempt 
hereafter made to give the association of 
mechanics and other working men, and 
those friendly tot heir interests, a religious, 
irreligious, or party political cast, to be 
wolves in sheeps’ clothing, and in no way 
friendly to the association. 

Resolved, That we consider any public 
meeting called in this ward, except those 
emanating frem the general executive or 
vigilance committees, in the name of the 
mechanics and other working men, to be 
iuimical to the association. , 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this 





and Robert Townsend, Junr. were appointed 
secretaries; after the call of the meeting 
was read, it was, on motion, resolved, that 
the report of the committee of vigilance be 
read, which was as follows :— 

The committee of vigilance of the 8th 
ward, chosen at ameeting of the mechanics, 
working men, and those friendly to their in- 
terests, holden at Richmond Hill House, on 
the 26th Nov. 1829, respectfully submits the 
following report: 


: 
At an early day your commitee assembled 


and adopted such measures as, in their opin- 
ion, would advance the great and impor- 


tant objects for which you were contending. | 
Conceiving it to be of primary importance, | 


to harmonize and concentrate public opin- 
ion through our city; to remove unfounded 


prejudices, which every reflecting mind was | 
| aware, were abroad : and to enter our solemn 


protest against proceedings, which, we were 
fully convinced, were every day creating un- 
favorable -impressions on the public mind, 
of the honest intentions of mechancs, work- 
ing men, and those friendly to their inter- 
ests, based on the unadvised measares of 
some, and the designing motives of others, 


| tending to convey an idea, that great inroads | 
/were to be made on long established sys- 


tems of civil policy, moral obligation, and 
feeling; to obviate such im- 
pressions, aud arrest the current of pub- 
lic opinion, as_ well as to thwart. the 
designing views of individuals, this com- 
mittee immediately delegated your ex- 
ecutive committee, as a committee of con- 


ference, to confer with similar committees | vhicl 
}eelves. ancl of aur ehliaatians.ta the com- 


that MICH VE appoiwecd ta mebeenrnebers fin 
the fulfilment of this object, with untiring 
diligence they were enabled to associate 


with themselves delegates from eight other | 
From this source, information was | 
disseminated of the wishes and intentions of 


wards. 


the producing classes, calumnies were re- 

butted, and confidence restored. 
Preparatory to a general meeting which if 

was understood would be called from another 


source, an address, resolutions, and plan of 


ii : | organization were matured by the commit- 
of his correspondents in relation to the same 


tee of conference, and every arrangement 
made, that was deemed necessary to a per- 


The cheering and decisive manner in 
i which these were adopted, by that very nu- 
merous and respect: 
best eulogium on the ability, disinterested 
patriotism, and indefatigable industry of that 
fog nage a. 
We cannot however refrain, from our own 
| personal knowledge of their fidelity, of ten- 
dering them a passing tribute of respect for 
their services, and hail the successfal termi- 
| nation of their labors, as an epoch, from 
which may be dated a new era in our politi- 
ical relations, pregnant with the most bene- 


| 
readers of that paper (we do not recollect | manent organization, 


ficial results to our country, ourselves, and 


le meeting, forms the | 


leave of his old friends, the Turks, till 
some other opportunity, when he would 
take pleasure in paying them another 
visit. So-we find there is nothing bet- 
ter than civility and prudence; and I 
am sure my friend Blatchly is civil. | 

I trust this will close the subject. At | that we saw assertions to the contrary ad 
' vanced in the columns of a paper which has 


attempt to connect his religious or irreligi- 
ous notions with public political measures, 
then, and not till then, it is time he should 
be overruled ; but this has not yet been the 


/case, and it was with surprize and regret 


all events, it is not my intention to say 
more, as I think it has occupied enough | done and is doing much for our cause. 
of the paper; but no man likes to have 
his plain statements misrepresented.— | property, however, are political subjects, and 
And, Mr. Editor, as you stated that) If they 
your paper should never be muzzled, I | are wrong, they can be shown to be so, and 
can have no doubt but you will allow a! 
space in it to show C. C. Blatehly his 
misstatements. WM. SLATER. 


therefore fit ones to be discussed. 


discarded ; if they are absurd, the sooner will 
If, on the contrary, 
they are right, they ought to be adopted, or 
For the. Working Man’s Advocate. any part of them that is so. But if itis at- 

Mr. Eptror— tempted to ‘put them down” without a free 
In perusing your most useful paper, | aud fair discussion, they will undoubtedly 


I conclude that the mechanics and other spread. We have briefly given our ideas on 
working men are in a fair way to pro- the subject in our third number. 

cure to themselves the objects they con- 
tend for—and contend for, as I con- 
ceive, on the most pure principles. 
One of these objects, that of a lien 
law on buildings, no doubt will be ac- 
complished without any difficulty ; the 
rest will shortly be ensured to them, if 


they be so discarded, 








Elective Franchise.—The little value which 
many working men place on their elective 
franchise is surprizing, to those who have 
not reflected on the subject. We see them 
frequently, when their best interests are at 


| Mr. Skidmore’s plans for an equalization of 


| posterity. 
| By the call of meetings for organizing the 
| wards, your committee conceive that it Is 


reorganization of the wards, for the ensuing 
year. 

Fellow citizens, auspicious to the best 
good of this community, do we conceive to 


pects for our city and country. 
Already, in the infancy of our republic, 


your keeping for the good of posterity. 


narchy and despotism. 


due to themselves, and to you, fellow citi- , 
zens, to tender you our resignation, and to | 
assure you, we ahall cheerfully unite in a | 


vht birthright, liberty and , 

PP shawn Bee ieindling to a name—and_ times, to sacrifice our private interests for | day afternoon, Jan. 17th, at 3 o’clock, and will en- 
wealth and ambition forming an aristocracy, | the public safety. 
that would soon have paved the way to mo-| 
One right after ano- 
ther was invaded—wealth creates ambition, 
and ambition looked down with scorn, on our, 
industrious citizens of the producing classes 
—already had distinctions become visible, | 
even in our youth—we beheld, virtually, 
patrician haughtiness and plebian endurance. ¢ 
ut your patriotism, fellow citizens, has bro-| contrary opinion. 
ken the charm, and by pursuing a steady 


meeting, the vigilance committee of this 
ward ought to report all persons suspected 
| of sowing discord in the association, whether 
religious, irreligious, or political, to the 
executive committee, as the best means to 
secure union, and counteract their designs. 

Resolved, That we ought to discounte- 
inance all religious, irreligious, or party dis- 
| cussions in the committees, as tending to 
\disorganize the association, and thereby 
| counteract the good intended. 

SMITH BLOOMFIELD, Ch'n. 

Apo. Housman, “— 
Rosr. Townsenp, Section, 


vant, painter; Henry Bangs, -¢ ¢ 
David Gray, painter; Daniel Fo pg top ; 
Junius Tyler, jeweller; James Phillips, car- 
penter; ‘'hemas T. Featherstone, machin- 
ist; Oliver T. Scribner, loeksmith; James 
Morris, blind maker; Philip Kessner, cabi- 
net maker; Adam Blacklidge;.masen; Tho. 
W. Pooley, F sess Abraham Moore, up- 
holsterer; ‘Timothy Baldwin, carpenter; 
George Gordon, clock and watch maker; 
William Mailer, cerpenter. 

On motion, resolved, That the meeting 

gointo election of the Executive Committee, 
by marking opposite the names of the ean- 
didates. The election resulted in the choice 
of the following persons, viz.~—Joseph C, 
Stanley, carpenter; Simon Clannon, paint- 
er; Charles S. Platt, carpenter; Andrew 
Jackson, sash maker; and John Gilmore; 
grocer. 
On motion, resolved, That the proceed- 
ings of this meeting be published in the 
Morning Herald, Evening Journal, and 
Working Man's Advocate. 

On. motion, resolved, That this meeting 
adjourn. 


JOSEPH C. STANLEY, Ch’n. 
SIMON CLANNON, Sec’y. 





Legislature.—On Tuesday and Wednes- 
day, the Assembly were principally oceupied 
in hearing and discussing propositions rela- 
tive tothe bank question. Some plans were 
offered whieh we think far preferable to the 
present banking system, but we have no room 
for the proceedings. 





OURTH WARD.—At a nume- 
rous meeting of the Mechanics and other 
Working Men of the Fourth ward, held on Friday 
Evening, Jan. 8, at Harmony Hall, for the purpose 
of organizing for the present yeur, Capt. Samuel 
Humphreys was called to the Chair, and P. C. 
Montgomery Andrews was appointed Secretary; 
whereupon it was unanimously 
Resolved, That the plan of organization adopted 
by the large assemblage of our fellow citizens at the 
Mil tary Hall, Wooster street, on the 29th ult. is well 
calculated to promote union and concert of action 
among the Mechanics and other Working Men, and, 
as such, is cordially approved by this meeting. 
On motion, the following named geitlemen were 
duly elected members of the General Executive 








GREAT MEETING 
Of the Mechanics and other Working Men 
of the Fourteenth Ward. 

At a very numerous and respectable meet- 
ing of the Mechanics and other Working 
Men of this ward, convened by public no- 
tice, at the Broadway House, on ‘Tuesday 
evening, January 12th, Joseph C. Stanley 
was called to the chair, and Simon Clannon 
‘appointed secretary. The following pream- 
ble and resolutions were submitted to the 
meeting, and unanimously approved. 

PREAMBLE. 

| Whereas the right of every class of citi- 
zens of the United States, to assemble toge- 
‘ther, and to discuss and recommend mea- 
sures for their general welfare, is guaranteed 
‘to them, both by the constitutions of the 
‘United States and of this state: 

| Therefore, we, the Mechanics and Work- 
ing Men of this ward, impressed with a live- 
ly sense of the duty which we owe to our- 


munity, do convene, unite, and assume the 
exercise of the above mentioned privileges, 
for the purposes therein specified. 

And, whereas the candidates for public 
offices, especially for our representatives in 
the state legislature, have, until recently, 
been taken entirely from that class of citi- 
zens denominated, or supposed to be rich, 
or property holders, thereby leaving our own 
most numerous body without a ¥oice in 
making those laws which we are compelled 
to obey, 

Therefore do we feel the necessity that 


‘impels us to use such legal and honorable | 


means as may secure to us, iu future, just 
and equal representation. 

And whereas the public avowal of’ these 
intentions has caused serious dissatisfaction 
on the part of the wealthier citizens, in con. 
sequence of their having been promulgated 
by persons, who, it is believed, were not en- 
‘titled to interfere in our state affairs, and 
from their having been politically connected 
with certain long established and undisputed 

rights of a civil and religious nature, the 
destruction of which would subvert the lib- 
erties of onr country, 

| Therefore, that the purity ofour motives 
may be understood and appreciated, we sub- 


mit to the candid examination of a discrimt1- | 


nating and generous community the follow- 
ing resolutions. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


meeting, is is expedient for the Mechanics 
and Wokring Men of the different wards, in 
conformity to the invitation given at the ge- 
neral meeting of Mechanics, held at Military 


have been the salutary influence your pro- | Hall, to assemble, devise, and propose mea- 
ceedings have already produced, anda bright sures for their mutual interests. 
harbinger of better times, and better pros- | 


Resolved, That delegates be appointed 
‘from this meeting, to confer with those from 


other wards, or from the general meeting of 
have wealth and ambition made daring in- Mechanics. 

roads, on those liberties your fathers so dear- | 
ly purchased, and so sacredly transmitted to | 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this | 


Resolved, That on all occasions, when | 
endeavoring to secure Or maintain our own 
‘rights, we will not violate the legal rights of 


Committee: Ge rge Anderson, Daniel Ward, P. C. 
Montgomery Andrews, Jonathan Marshall, and F. 
Pares. 

On motion, the following named gentlemen were 

| chosen as a Committee of Vigilance for the ensuing 
| year: 
. James Donnelly, William S. Cannon, Robert C. 
Carpenter, John C. Morrison, Huse! Platt, Thomas 
W. Mott, John B. Ray, Thomas Harper, Samuel 
Wallin, Thomas M. Doyle, S. Hewes Sanborn, 
Seth Corwin, Samuel W. L. Bowman, C C. Wood- 
ward, M. Curfrow, Joshua Hyatt, Robert Gedney, 
Jos. 8. Carnon, F. Sisco, Elisha C. Hunt, James 
A Robinson, ‘Thomas Hunt, Wm. J. Stanley, Mat- 
thew Sayers, and Ambrose W yckoff. 

On motion, Resolved, that the Committee of Vigi- 
lance have power to supply any vacancies which 
may occur in their body.. 

On motion, Resolved, that the proceedings of this 
meeting be signed and published in the Morning 
Herald, Evening Journal, and Working Man’s Ad- 
vocate. SAMUEL HUMPHREYS, Ch’n. 

P. C. Montgomery Andrews, See’ry. Jan 11. 


ETH WARD.—At a meeting of 

Mechanics and other Working Men, of the 
Fifth ward, held at the Eclipse House, on Thurs- 
day, the 14th instant, pursuant to public notice, Levi 
T. Prescot was called to the chair, and W. Morris 
appointed Secretary. 

The call of the meeting having been read, it was 

Resolved, That this meeting approve of the pro- 
ceedings of the meeting held at the Adelphi House, 
on the 6th instant. 

Resolved, That we will resist all attempts made 
to introduce theological questions into our political 
meetings. 

Resolved, That we disapprove of all meetings call- 
ed as meetings of Mechanics and other Working 
Men, unless by the executive or vigilance committees. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
signed by the Chairman and Secretary, and publish- 
ed in the Morning Herald, Evening Journal, and 
Working Man’s Advocate. 

LEVI ‘T. PRESCOTT, Chairman. 

Wm. Morrars, Secretary. Jan. 16. It 














YWELFTH WARD.—At a nume- 

rous and respectable meeting of Working Men 
and Mechanics, held at the house of C. Shepherd, 
pursuant to public notice, Jan. 12th, 1830, R. M. 
Cox was culled to the chair, and D. F. Freeman 
appointed Secretary—when the following resolutions 
and proceedings were adopted. 

Resolved, That this meeting approve of the resolu- 
tions adopted at the meeting of Mechanics and 
Working Men, held Dec. 29th, 1829, at Military 
Hal!, Wooster street. 

Resolved, ‘Ihat the fellowing persons be a com- 
mitiee of five to represent this ward in the general 
committee of Mechanics and Working Mien, viz., 
Isaac Bloom, Wm. Cox, Thomas Cooper, R. M. 
Cox, Abel Wheaton. 

Resolved, That the following persons Constitute 
the Vigilance Committee of this ward fdr the ensuing 
year, viz. Silas Pettit, Ellis Monday, J. K. Van 
Houten, Daniel F. Tiemann, Levi Dearbom, Isaac 
W. Hadlev, Joseph Cutlipp, Asahel Langworthy, 
Andrew Curtis, Rob. R. Lawton, Nathaniel Holmes, 
Edward C. Cooper, — Cleland, Wm. Cooper, Leo- 
-nard Jones, Michae! Cox, jr. Samuel Biiby, James 
T. Smith, Frederick R. West, John Boiing, Jobn 
G Kip, Jefferson Brown, George Streighthoof, 
Benjamin Savory, Thomas Bloomer. 

R: solved, That the committee of vigilance have 
power to fill any vacancies and to add to their num- 
bers as they see fit. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of the meeting 
be signed by the Chairman and Secretary, and pub- 
lished in the New York Evening Journal and Work- 
ing Man’s Advocate. R. M. COX, Chairman. 

1). F. Tiemann, Secretary. Jan. 16. It 


ALL OF PHILANTHROPY, 
. Bowery, corner of Hester st.—EDWARD 
J. WEBB will rediliver his Lecture on the Sunday 











others, and that we pledge ourselves, at all | Mail question, at the Hall of Philanthropy, on First 


Resolved, That we esteem the privilege of | 
acquiring, possessing, and disposing of pro- 
perty, agreeably to the will of the owner, 
and in conformity to the established laws, 
‘as one of the richest blessings of rational 
liberty, and that we will do our utmost to op- 
| pose the ambitious projects, either in civil 
lor political concerns, of those who hold a 


Resolved, That as we are firmly opposed 


deavor to show that it is Priestcraft, and not Christi- 
anity, that calls for law to aid Piety! Jan. 16. It 


NNIVERSARY of the Birthday of 
: THOMAS PAINE.—The Society of Free 
Enquirers will celebrate the Birthday of Thomas 
Paine, on Friday the 29th instant, by a Public Din- 
ner, at Tammany Hall. Tickets, at $1 each, may 
be had at the Bookstore, 88 Fulton street, and at the 
Bar of Tammany Hall. The friends of Thomas 
Paine, and the public generally, are invited to join 
in rne celebration. An Address will be delivered at 
4 o’clock, after the removal of the cloths, when the 
attendance of the ladies 1s expected, 








they do not connect with them too 


many subjects of minor importance 
for such would have a bad effect. 


As to the subject of nonimprison-/ ces actually treat them as such. 


? 


stake, make as light of measures calculated 
to promote them, as they could of mere 
matters of amusement, and in some instan- 


What is 


ment for debt, I concord with them 3) the reason of this? Undoubtedly it is igno- 
also, in the extension of the jail limits. | rance ; for if they knew the real valie of 
In the proposed plan of erecting 4) what they trifle with, they would use it as 


new City Hall in the upper part of the 


carefully as they would their money. Who 


deliberations selecting for offices men of | legislaion on the part of the general or stat 


youth, imprinting on therr minds lessons of | national politics. ae 
virtue and patriotism; you will regenerate} Oo -motion, resolved, That the meetin 


would-be lords, that we own no Masters—you mittee—when the following persons wer 
will invigorate our republican institutions, unanimously chosen: 


and dignified eourse of measures, in your|to any union of Church and State, or to any 
gnifie 





city, I most cordially agree with them ; 

bata 1 the, pace of location, 40) Ce politico, who ug thei 

about “Thirteenth street would he ex- for a mess of pottage,” and thus glides into 

tendine it too far N.E. in the city, offices of honor and profit, where he tram- 
b= ] 


profits by their negligence?) The unprin- 


which would not give general satisfac- | ples on the rights of those he has used for 
tion; but, permit me to say, that it|his election. In this case the elective fran- 








liberty, equality, and the rights of man. 
SMITH BLOOMFIELD, Ch’n. 
Aspro. Housman, Secretary. 





and, under the blessing of heaven, will ful- 
fl your duty to your fathers’ memory, by 
‘'ransmitting unimpaired to posterity the 
blessings for which they fought and bled— 





Charles 5S. Platt, carpenter; John Al- 
waise, furniture polisher; Andrew Jackson, 
sash maker; John Gilmore, morocco dress- 
er; John White, glass cutter; Cornelius 
M’Lean, sash maker; William Bookstout, 
carpenter; Joseph C. Stanley, carpenter; 
Samuel Roome, sash maker’; David Sturde- 


By order of the Society. 


e Jan. 16. 2t G. N. DEVRIES, Sec’y. 





ublished, ‘VICE UNMASKED, an 


honor and trust, citizens of unyielding in- | government, in favor of ‘any particular sect N THE PRESS, and will shortly be 
tegrity aud patriotism ; disseminating infor- | or belief, so we will also oppose every at- ] p 


mation among all classes, and educating our |tempt to connect infidelity with state or Essay, being a consideration of the Influ- 


ence of Law upon the Moral Essence of 
& | Man; with other Reflections.” It will con- 


our own government—you will teach our| now go into election for the Vigilance Com- tain about 180 pages octavo, price one dollar. 


©! Orders for the work received by George H. 


Fans, at the office of the Working Man's 
Advocate, 40 Thompson street. Dec. 26. 


UST PUBLISHED, and for sale at 40 
Thompson street, The Philosophical 
Dictionary of M. De Voltaire. With a Life 
of the Author, and a correct Likeness.—. 
| Price 75 cents. Oct. 31, 
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PEEING 5 





@ Thatthe time most poper to receive 





From the Free Enquirer. 
TO ROBERT DALE OWEN. 

Sin—The notice which you have 
been kind enough to take of our pro- 
posed new periodical, is couched 1n 
such terms as, we think, are calculated 
to lead toa misunderstanding of our 
views. You tell the public in your last, 
that the “ Friend of Equal Rights” will 
“advocate an equal division of property 
at the age of matority.” Now this 
phraseology, in our apprehension, un- 
accompanied as it is with any qualifica- 
tion of the word property, is such as to 
induce your readers to think that we 
desire an annual division of all proper- 
ty among those arriving at the age of 
maturity. Such a proposition would be 
even more absurd than the story, known 
to every body, of the sailor, who, after 
he is supposed to have spent all that 
was assigned to him by an equal divi- 
sion, wished to “divide again.” We 
say that it is even mure absurd, because 
according to the sailor’s idea, when 
they proceeded to divide again, all 
would be entitled to an equal share; 
whereas, in the way in which your 
language may be understood, none 
would have any except those arriving 
at the age of maturity; all others would 
be dispossessed, and receive nothing 
afterwards. 

If you will allow us a small space 
only in your columns, we shall be happy 
to state our views so that they cannot 
be misunderstood, or misrepresented 
without design ; (and of the latter we by 
no means accuse you ;) and your readers 
willthen have an opportunity of judging 
in some measure how fur they are ten- 
able, or likely to be valuable to society. 

We assume as self-evident and de- 
mostrable positions: 

That the Creator has made al] men 
equal. 

That he has miade the earth and all 
it contains, for their equal benefit. 

That all men livng in any one age 
havea right, at some one period of their 
lives, to an equal portion of the globe 
and its materials, or to an ample equi- 
valent in lieu thereof. 


this portion or its equivalent is, when 
nature has developed the faculties of 
the individual so as to enable him to 
provide for his own happiness. 

That previous to such development 
he has a right to aid, support, and in- 
struction from those of mature age, 
without regard to consanguinity ; and 
this on the principle, that it is every 
one’s duty to give these, in return for 
similar aid, support, and instruction 
rendered by others to him. 

That a man dying, so far as his pro- 
perty consists of the materials of the 
globe, has no right to say who «shall 
possess it after he ceases to exist: he- 
cause, as such, these materials are what 
no man has made, thercfore one man’s 
right to them is as good as another’s, 
and because a power in the dying man 
to say who shall have them after his 
death, is also a power to say who shall 
not. 

That a dying man has no right to 
give his labor, or the result of his labor, 
to any one who survives him; because 
he cannot give it, without giving also 
what is his own only so long us he lives, 
to wit the material of nature with which 
it is inseparably associated; and be- 
cause if he could, any man who now 
lives, or who shall hereafter live, from 
the very nature of things, owes and will 
owe, more to former generations for their 
labors left to his benefit, than he can re- 

pay by leaving his own to those who 
shall survive him withont any designa- 
tion as to-what particular person or per- 
sons shall possess it or enjoy it. 


That in any considerable extent of 


country, such for example as the state 
of New York, the ratio which holds be- 
tween thuse arriving at the age of ma- 
turity annually, and those who die dur- 
ing the same period, is very nearly con- 
stant and uniform fora series of years. 

That as aconsequence of this position, 
in a government which may be suppos- 
ed to have commenced its existence by 


1 willingly afford the editors of the 
proposed periodical, “The Freind of 


plain their principles. {do not think 
that I misstated them ; but as they deem 
my words liable to misinterpretation, 
that is reason sufficient why they should 
be permitted to speak for themselves. 
Their principles as given in their 
communication on our fourth page, are 
exactly those which I have always attri- 
buted tothem. They desire to equalize 
property among the adults of the pre- 
sent generation : not, indeed, by taking 
it from those who now possess it, but 
by declaring the possessions of each 
citizen at his death the property of the 
state; to be by the state equally divided 
among her young citizens, as they reach 
the age of twenty-one. 

This proposal they support, on the 
principle that it is gust ; aud that being 
just, it is both politic and practicable. 
They hold itto be just, because they 
deem the right. of landed and other 
property one of the equal, unalienable 
rights of mankind. 

It is, in itself, right and fitting, that 
all men, being burn equal, should have 
equal artificial advantages. Equal ad- 
vantages, in every respect, they cannot 
have ; so long as men and women are 
born, as we see them, with various 
powers, unequal talents, and dissimilar 
dispositions. But we have no right to 
add to the inequalities of organization. 
It is just, then, that each man and wo- 
man should be afforded ar: equal share 
in every incidental advantage, mental, 
moral, and physical, which this world, 
our common mother, can supply to her 
children. 

‘What are these ndvantages? Chief- 
ly of two kinds. Education, including 
support during the period of helpless- 
ness, intellectual instruction, and mo- 
ral culture; and property, including 
landed and other possessions. 

Which of these two classes of advan- 
tages is the more important? In my 
mind ‘they admit not of comparison. A 
human being whose youth has been 
cared for, whose talents have all been 
carefully developed, and whose disposi- 
tions have been moulded to rational vir- 
tue, is, whether poor or rich, a fortunate 
haman being; while the heir of mil- 
lions is often the victim of excess and 
the child of misery. Leave youth un- 
cultivated till the age of twenty-one, 
and then give it its fair share of the 
world’s wealth—you have not done the 
hundredth part of a parent’s duty ; you 
have done, as it were, nothing; it is 
even doubtful whether the object of y our 


tardy bounty may not be injured rather 
then advantaged by it. Buf watch over 


a child from its youth up, give hima 
just and practical knowledge of men 
and things, check the rising vice, im- 
plant the virtuous habit, cherish and 
improve the nascent capability, deve- 
lop the young talent, cast in the mould 
of reason and goodness the pliant dis- 
position—and then, cut him off, if you 
will, from his equal inheritance; and 
the injustice is trifling, because in its 
effects it would be so. Knowledge is 
power, and power commands riches. 

The great ones of the earth, have 
been accused of taking from the poor 
man, by fraud and force, half his hard 
earhings, of making him a hewer of 
wood and a drawer of water, and mono- 
polizing riches and pleasures for them- 
selves. That is but a feather in the 
weight of injustice they have commit- 
ted. With wilier policy, they have ta- 
ken from him—worse than the loss of 
his earnings—the light of intelligence ; 
they have made him—lower than a 
menial servant—the slave of ignorance; 
they have monopolized that first of pos- 
sessions, that best source of pleasure, 
the riches of science. Here lies the 
| Injustice ; here, the crying sin against 
the poor man’s child, and here, the 
safeguard and perpetuating cause of 
tyranny. The monopoly of wealth is 
but a sprout from the tree ; the mono- 
poly of knowledge is its root and nou- 
risher. 


Now it so happens that it is a dan- 





the possession of equal property among 
all its citizens, and these citizens living | 
under the dominion of equal laws, if 


the property of those who died through- 
out the year Wasdivided equally among: 
all who arrived at the age of maturity | 
during the same period, it would trans- 

mit preperty ina just and equal manner 

from one generation to another with- 

out disturbing the pursuits of the liv- 

ing, and would give it to the receivers 

at the proper period of life. 

Thus without further words your 
readers will have a just view of the 
primitive and elementary principles of 
the political theory we mean to support. 
It remains for us to say, that what na- 
ture has intended for man as is right, 
she has not made it impolitic or imprac- 
ticable for him to obtain ; that at most 
he can only be delayed in its posses- 
sion, till he can discover how and why 
he should possess it; and that it is mis- 
guided theorists only who have made 
the mistake of supposing that nature 
has separated policy or practicability 
from justice. In our opinion she has 
done no such thing. 

We are respoetfully, 
ALEXANDER Mine, 
Tomas Sxrpmonz. 


gerous and a difficult thing to lop the 
branch, and men are not, by any means, 
agreed, either as to how it should be 
| done, nor whether it can be done at all; 
whereas it is neither dangerous nor dif- 
ficult to strike at the root, and thus 
cause the whole tree gradually to with- 
er and die. 


Metaphor apart: to remedy a small 
portion of the injustice which society 
has exercised towards her equal chil- 
dren, in part by express statute, but 
chiefly by unjust custom and tyrannical 
usage—to remedy,I say, that small 
portion by dividing to each his living, 


quires, or would be satisfied, that we 
should, by way of commencing a na- 
Equal Rights,” an opportunity to ex-| tional reform, apportion to each indivi- 


| president Jackson’s message. 


dual, as he or she comes of age, an equal 
share of the world’s good things. For 
we do not thereby remedy the tugustice 
af which we complain. ‘That injustice 
lies deeper than pecuniary inequality ; it 
is beyond the power of money to reme- 
dy. It has its root, not in the purse, but 
in the mind and feelings. And no di- 
vision of property can reach that. The 
son of the wealthy patrician might in- 
deed find himself reduced to compara- 
tive indigence, and the child of the 
humble plebeian be raised, for the mo- 
ment, to comparative affluence: but a 
change thus sudden. and unprepared, 
would be more likely to produce sullen 
mortification on the one hand, and ig- 
norant exultation on the other, than to 
harmonize the feelings of either; or 
to make them (what wisdom desires to 
see thein) equal, independent, self re- 
specting, friendly fellow citizens. 

Nor can we reasonably expect, that 
parents should be satisfied to leave 
their children to the guardianship of the 
state, until the state, by establishing 
national schools, has proved herself an 
intelligent and impartial guardian. Let 
the state, then, thus win the national 
confidence, by training a generation of 
republicans ; and these republicans may 
safely be trusted to make such arrange- 
ments, regarding the division and be- 
queathment of property, as intelligence 
shall dictate, and public feeling approve. 
I do not think that we, the present ge- 
neration, are prepared, in feeling or in 
experience, either to decide how pro- 
perty ought to be inherited, or harmo- 
niously to carry even the wisest deci- 
sion into practice. 

At the risk, then, of again incurring 
the imputation of being a “ misguided 
theorist,”’ I must hold to my conviction, | 
that national reform, is practicable on- , 
ly through national education. 


R. D. O. 








The Indians.—The following ex- 
tract from a message of James Monroe 
is a suitable commentary upon the po- 
licy of the present administration, in 
regard to the Indians, as declared in 


‘*T have no hesitation, however, to 
declare it as my opinion, that the In- 
dian title was not affected in the slight- 
est circumstance by the compact with 
Georgia, and that it is no obligation on 
the United States to remove the Indiaus 
by force. The express stipulation of 
the compact, that their title should be 


extinguished at the expense of ehe Uni- 
ted States, when it may be done peace- 


ably and on reasonable conditions, is 
a full proof that it was the clear and 
distinct understanding of both parties 
to it, that the Indians had a right to the 
territory, in the disposal of which they 
were to be regarded as free agents. 
An attempt to remove them by force, 


on the first of February, the first number of a new 


| guided in their contemplated publication 


NEW YORK DAILY SENTINEL. 


HE undersigned take leave to inform 
T their fellow ne ite that they propose to issue 


daily paper, with the above title, to be devoted chiefly 
to the interests of the ‘‘ mechanics and other working 
men” of this community. ; fal 

The neglected and suffering interests of this use : 
and important portion of our population, imperatively 
demand the immediate establishment of a journal o! 
the kind now in contemplation—inasmuch as the con- 
ductors of our daily prints have conclusively shown by 
their conduct prior to, and pending the recent elec- 
tion, that they are inimical to our dearest rights, and 
by consequence enurely unworthy of the confidence 
which has been reposed in them, and of the counte- 
nance and support which they have heretofore re- 
ceived from the producing classes. So long as the 
working men blindly followed in the wake of those 
would-be poiitical leaders, and servilely obeyed their 
ipse dizil, just so long were their hopes flattered and 
their feelings southed by hypocritical professions and 
unmeanijng abdulation ; but the moment they became 
aroused to a just sense of the wrongs which had been 
inflicted on them, and resolved to redress their grie- 
vances im their own way, that moment the estimation 
in which they were held exhibited tself The ed to- 
rial batteries were simultaneously opened upon their 
devoted heads, and every missile w hich fulsehood 
could grapple, was hurled with « malignity end vio- 
lence which at once evinced ther hatred and con- 
tempt of those, upon whow they had, with the pre- 
ceding breath, lavished their hollow hearted protes- 
tat ons of friendship and regw'd! The working men 
were obliged to contend against fearful odds. On the 
one hand, the hydra-headed monster, ** PARTY sPI- 
Kit,” reared his crested front, and threatened to 
crush them—on the other, all the influence which 
wealth and aristocracy could control, was brought to 
bear, and in the meantime, the publ press, which 
should be the * palladium of our liberties,” was kept 
in a state of subsidy. In spite, how: ver, of the uni- 
ted efforts of their enemies, and a powerful comti- 
nation of circumstances, the success of the working 
men, although not complete, was equal to their most 
sanguine expectations. ‘They have shown to the 
world, that they are both form dab‘e in numbers and 
respectability; and that they are resolved speedily 
to wrest from the ron gras» of ther oppressors, the 
power which has been so long and so tamely yielded 
to them. 

It must be apparent to the most casual observer of 
passing events, that a new and important era in our 
political annals, is about to take plice—an era fraught 
with good to the producing classes—an era whi h will 
be hailed ty every true republican as the Larbinger 
of better days. ‘T’o aid in hastening the approach of 
this political millenium shall be the steady am of the 
proprietors of the New York Daily Sentinel — 

It will not be expected, in the limits prescribed by 
a prospectus, that the undersigned shall enter into a 
minute detail of the principles by which they will be 
Suffice it 
to sav, that the Daily ~entinel shall fathfully and 
fearlessly advocate the best interests of the produ- 
cing classes, and will, a®faithfully and fearlessly, op- 
pose. at every step, the systems of political juggling 
which have, of late years, been practised by selfish 
and designing individuals, under every specious garb, 
to the great injury of the important interests of this 
growing community. 

Pending the late struggle, the most untiring efforts 
were made to induce the belief, that the working men 
were opposed to our civil ancd-religious institutions, 
and in favor of an * Agrarian law,” or, in other words, 
an equal distribution of property ; and, doubrless, a 
vast number of our fellow citizens, Iv consequence 
thereof, were induced to lodge their votes in the bal- 
lot boxes, in direct opposition to their own interests. 
Whatever might have been the views of a few indi- 
viduals, in regard to these subjects, we have no he- 
sitation in asserting, that the great body of the work- 
ing men were actuated by motives entirely different ; 
and are as much opposed to these climerical schemes 
and visionary projects, as any other class of our citi- 
zens. The proprietors of the Daily Sentinel, at the 
outset, think proper to disclaim all con exion what- 
ever, either of a religious, moral, or political nature, 
with those who advocate and support principles con- 
trary to the spirit of our constitution, and whose ten- 
domey se te promvute anarchy and cunfusive in society. 

The undersigned will now candidly state the rea- 
sons which influenced them to embark in their pre- 
sent undertaking. ‘They are all practical printers, 
(a majority of whom have heretofore been employed 
in the office of the *‘ Courier and Enquirer,”) and 
have, :n common with their fellow labcrers in every 
branch of industry, participated largely in the distress 
which pervades the producing classes of this com- 
munity. “I hey have observed men, who had no know- 
ledge of the profession, und whose interests were at 
variince with those of the craft generally, by a sys- 





would, in my opinion, be unjust. In 
the future measures to be adopted in re- 
gard to the Indians within the limits of 
any state, the United States have duties 
to perform and a character to sustain, 
to which they ought not to be indiffer- 
ent.” 


Anti-Societies.—The following are 
but a small number of the Anti-Socie- 
ties recently formed or proposed. 
Anti-dun xing-a-man-to-death-society. 
Anti-eating-too-much- society. 
Anti-using-too-little-exercise-society. 
Anti-snuff-and-chewing-tobacco-socie- 
ty. 
Anti-ladies-lace-yourself-too-tight-soci- 
ety. 

Anti-go-to-sleep-at-church-society. 

Anti-going-to-sleep-with-a-candle-bur- 
ning-society. 

Anti-going-to—church—more—with-the- 
view-of-seeing-and-being-seen-than- 
with-the-intention—of-listening-to-or- 
profiting-by-the—ad monitions—of-the- 
preacher-society. 





Education.—Mr. John Guynn, of 
Londonderry, Ireland, lately deceased, 
bequeathed fotry-five thousand pounds 
sterling, for the establishment of a 
school “for the education, clothing, 
boarding, and apprenticing of male 
children in the city and a prescribed ad- 
jacent district, without regard to religi- 
ous distinctions.” 


Curious Watch.—A. M. Rebille late- 
ly presented to the Academie des Sci- 


ences, a watch of his construction, 


composed of rock chrystal, rubies, and 
sapphires, instead of metals. 





is to risk much, and effect little ;_ to risk 
much, because it is a hazardous thing 


those whom. education has trained to 
inequality. Whereas, to remedy by a 
national éducational reform, not the 
evils of inequality and aristocracy alone, 
but all the bydra brood of vices and fol- 
lies which ignorance has generated, is 
a measure equally safe in its applica- 
tion, aud omnipotent in its effects. 
While I admit, therefore that justice 
ought never to be sacrificed to expedi- 
ency, I do not admit that justice re- 





in an astonishing state of preservation. 


nine yeurs, 
These are the sights most detestable 





rangue. 


Herculaneum.—A house belonging to 
a barber, has been recently discovered 
at Herculaneum. The shop of this art- 
| ist, the furniture, the benches, on which 
to invalidate long established rights of the citizens sat while waiting for their 
property; to effect little, because no | turn, the stove and the pins employed 
division of property can render equal,’ in the ladies’ head dresses, were found 

Poetry.—It is calculated that Sir 
Walter Scott has written 541,676 lines 
of poetry; and 350 tales cf all sizes 
and sorts, He has been at it thirty- 


a proud priest giving his blessing—a 
knavish hypocrite saying his prayers— 
and a false patriot making an ha- 


tem of monopoly, grow rich upon the proceeds of 
their toil, while they themselves, after years of intense 
application of from twelve to s.xleen hours per day, 
find themselves in the same circumstances, pecunia- 
| rily speaking, as when they commenced. Of this, 
however, they have not hitherto complained. So 
| long as they were allowed a scanty remuneration fur 
| their labor, they did not murmur—knowing by dear 
bought experience, that the receipt of any thing ap- 
proaching an equivalent might be looked for in vain. 
But even this has at length been demed them. ‘Ihe 
decree has gone forth, THAT THEIR FACES SHALL 
BE GROUND STILL FARTHER INTO THE busT!! 
But they “have forborne, until f rbearance has cea- 
sed to be a virtue” Goaded by oppression, and 
lashed by tyranny, no alternative has been left them, 
but the one which they have adopted. Having re- 
solved to stand out boldly in defence of their inva- 
ded rights—rights which should be preserved invio- 
late—they appeal to their fellow laborers of every 
grade and calling, to extend to them a helping hand, 
and to aid them by their patronage, in their attempt 
to free themselves from the ruthless sway of oppres- 
sion. With this brief exposition of the causes by 
which they have been actuated, they leave the sub 
ject for the present, relying fully un that spirit of 
Justice, which is inherent in every honest bosom, 
for countenance and suvport. 
The New York Daily Sentinel will be published 
on a large imperial sheet, every afternoon, at the low 
price of EIGHT DOLLARS per annum, and in 
ee for a shorter term. 

—. advertisers will be ‘accommodated at the 
rate of THIRTY DOLLARS perannum, A pro- 
portional reduction for advertisements generally. 
Mr. 8S. H SANBORN, 316 Pear! st. 1s authorized 
to receive subscriptions, &c. 

P.C MONTGOMERY ANDREWS. 
WILLIAM C. TAYLOR. 
WILLIAM J. STANLEY. 
WILLOUGHBY LYNDE. 

BENJ. HENRY DAY. 
CORNELIUS N. BURGES. 


TO THE PUBLIC.—Being about to assume the 
editorial department of the New York Daily Sentinel, 
It is proper for us to state that we shall devote our 
time and exertions to the maintenance of the princi- 
ples advanced in the foregoing prospectus, with which 
we cordially concur. Opposed to all aristocracies 
arising from sect or manugement, and deeming them 
dangerous to the welfare of our republican inatitu- 
tions, we shall zealously labor to defend those civil li- 
berties an‘ rights of conscience which are guaranteed 
by the constitution of the United States, and to main- 
tain REPUBLICAN PRINCIPLES in their purity. The 
Daily Sentinel shall be an INDEPENDENT PREss, 
and it shall always avow and uphold the truth. Op- 
posed to every species of intolerance, it shall be our 
aun to uphold honest principles and sound morality. 

On the Auction question, it is proper to declare 
our full concurrence in the efforts which have for se- 
veral years engaged our merchants and mechanics, 
for 11s restriction in such a manner as to preserve the 
rights of all, and remove the frauds and oppressions 
of auctions as at present organized This subjec! 
will therefore claim our attention; and we shall deer) 
it our duty to lay before the public those convictions 
in relation to it, which are the fruits of long and se- 
rious reflection, and a close observation of t e bane- 
ful effects of an auction system which assumes the 
form of a monopoly. 

With regard to the general character of the paper 
we shall endeavor to make its columns instructive, 
amusing, and useful. Foreign and domestic news 
shall receive prompt attention. . The departments of 
= Ange pp intelligence will be placed 
under the control of one who is inti . 
ed with the business, ee eee 
: With these remarks, we submit the New York Daily 

Sentinel and Independent Press, to the patronage of 
the public. JAMES G. BROOKS. 

EDW. VERNON SPARHAWK. 
fC} Subscriptions received at the office of the 


HE SICK and afflicted in the cit 
of New York and elsewhere, are respectfully 


informed that, at the sign of the Indian Healing the 


ick, corner of Grand and Crosby streets, the fol- 
lowing Diseases are safely cured with the Plants of 
this country by old DR. SMI1H, viz. Optic and 
other Blindness, Deafness, Scrofula of the most inve- 
terate kind, and other diseases incidentto the Humar 
Body. ‘The poor and destitute will be attended gra- 
tis. Jan. 10. Ly 


TOVE MOUNTING, BELL HANG. 
ING, and Black and White Smithigng 
in general.—_ JESSE FERGUSON,No. 19 
Hudson street, New York, respectfully in- 
forms the public, that he executes all orders 
in the above branches with despatch and on 
reasonable terms. Nov. 21. tf 


@ pPAINTING.—House, Sign, and Orna- 
namental Painting and Glazing, 

D. McAFEE, 53 Vesey street. SIGN 
BOARDS of all kinds and sizes, kept on 
hand, ready for lettering, on the shortest no- 
tice. Imitations of WOODS, MARBLES, 
&c. &c. in the modern style. All kinds of 
work, at very reduced prices, executed with 
neatness and despatch. Nov. 21. ly* 


rE\RACTS.—Just published, at No. 40 
Thompson street, by the National Tract 
Society, (lately formed,) Nos. 10, 11, 12, 13, 
and 14, of a series of ‘Tracts, entitled ** Mes- 
sengers of Truth,” calculated to counteract 
the effects intended to be produced by the 
American Tract Society, and other associa- 
tions chiefly under the control of sects fa- 
vorable to a union of church and state. 
Terms—1000 pages for $1—450 for 50 
cents—100 pages for 12 1-2 cents. Auxilia- 
ry Tract Societies will be allowed a discount 
of 10 per cent. 

GEORGE H. EVANS, Agent. 
Dec. 26. 


OTICE.—The celebrated Strengthen- 
ing PLASTER, for pain or weakness 
in the breast, back, or side; also, for Rheu- 
matic Affections, Liver Complaints, and 
Dyspepsia, for sale at No. 38 Beekman 
street. "This medicine is the invention of 
an eminent surgeon, and so numerous are 
the instances in which the most salutary ef- 
fects have been produced by it, that it is 
with the utmost confidence recommended 
to all who are afflicted with those distressing 
complaints. The sale of this remedy com- 
menced in May, 1827. from this establish- 
ment, and the sales have been very exten- 
sive. It affords us great pleasure in stating, 
notwithstanding a condition was annexed te 
each sale, that if relief was not obtained, the 
money should be returned, out of those 
numerous sales, from the period above men- 
tioned, up to the present time, ten only have 
been returned; and those, upon strict en- 
quiry, were found to be diseases for which 
they were not recommended. This we trust 
(when fairly considered) will be the strong- 
est evidence that could possibly be given of 
its utility. 
Where the applicants are kuown, no mo- 
ney will be required till the trial is made and 
approved ; where they are not known, the 
money will be returned, provided the benefit 
above stated is not obtained. 
Apply at 88 Beekman, corner of William 


street. 


Nov. 7. ly 














T. KENSETT. 
§ yews JOURNALOF HEALTH. Con- 


ducted by an Association of Physicians. 
‘* Health—the poor man’s riches, the rich man's 
bliss.’ The primary object with the conduc- 
tors of the Journal of Health, is to point out 
the means of preserving health and prevent- 
ing disease. Ifo attain this, all classes and 
both sexes shall be addressed, in a style fa- 
miliar and friendly, and with an avoidance 
of such professional terms and allusions as 
would in any way obscure the subject or 
alarm the most fastidious. The fruits of 
much reading, study, and careful observa- 
tion, shall be placed before them, so arrang- 
ed and applied, as to conduce most efficaci- 
ously to their bodily comfort and mental 
tranquillity. To whatever profession or call- 
ing they may belong, the readers of this 
Journal will find precepts susceptible of va- 
luable application. Air, food, exercise, the 
reciprocal operation of mind and body, cli- 
mate and localities, clothing, and the physi- 
cal education of children, are topics of per- 
manent and pervading intesest, with the dis- 
cussion and elucidation of which the pages 
of the work will be mainly filled. 
RECOMMENDATION OF THE WORK. 

_ We approve of the plan on which the pub- 
lication, entitled the ** Journal of Health,” is 
conducted, and belfeve that it is calculated 
to be useful, by enlightening public opinion 
on a subject of high importance to the wel- 
fare of society. ‘The numbers which have 
appeared, evince talent, and may be viewed 
as a pledge of the continued usefulness of 
the publication, while conducted by its pre- 
sent e¢itors. We, therefore, feel no hesita- 


tion in recommending it to the public pa- 
tronage. 





Philadelphia, Oct. 13, 1829. 
N. Chapman, M. D., Wm. P. Dewees, 
M. D., Thos. C. James, M. D., Wm. E. 
Horner, M. D., professors in the university 
of Pennsylvania. John C. Otto, M. D., 
eg T. Hewson, M. D.,; Franklin Bache, 
M. D. 
TERMS:—The Journal of Health wil! 
appear in numbers of 16 pages each, octavo, 
on the second and fourth Wednesdays of 
every month. Price per annum $1.95, in 
advance. Subscriptions and communica- 
tions (post paid) will be received by Judah 
Dobson, agent, No. 108 Chesnut street, 
Philadelphia. 
Subscribers at a distance will discover, 
that the difficulty in remitting the amount 
of a single subscription will be obviated by 
any four of them sending on five dollars to 
the agent. Those to whom this may not 
be convenient, can receive sixteen numbers 
of the work by remitting a dollar to the same 
person. 
Agents.—J. Dobson, 108 Chesnut street, 
Philadelphia ; W. and J. Neal, Baltimore ; 
Wm. Burgess, 97 Fulton street, New York ; 
Carter and Hendee, Boston; and in most of 
the towns in the United States. Dec. 19. 
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THE 
WORKING MAN’S ADVOCATE, 
18 PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY 
GEORGE H. EVANS, 


EVERY SATURDAY MORNING, 
At 40 Thompson street. 

















Working Man’s Ad 
| Jane. vocate, 40 Thompson street. 





Terms $2 per annum, half yearly in advance. 
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